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Cégep students and profs unite against tuition fees 





BY JOSEPH MONAHAN 





Representatives of Cégep stu- 
dents and teachers have denounced 
a proposed tuition penalty plan, 
saying that it will increase the al- 
ready discouraging drop-out rate 
of poor students in a Cégep system. 

The Association Nationaledes 
Etudiantes et Etudiants du Québec 
(ANEEQ) declared its position 
against proposed Cégep reforms at a 
pressconference yesterday morning. 

“The principal result of the new 
government measure will incite 
more studentsto drop out of Cégep. 
The students who have problems 
will see a great increase in their 
financial burden,” said ANEEQ 
spokesman André Gagnon. 

Minister of Higher Education 
Lucienne Robillard proposed the 
plan last week after a three-month 
parliamentary commission, The 
legislation will penalize students 
who either fail more than five 
courses or require more than five 
semesters to graduate. 


Such students will pay one dollar : 


for every course hour for the dura- 
tion of their studies. This would add 
up to $45 per course for students in 
general studies and $75 per course 
for students in natural science. 

Pierre Villeneuve, political attaché 
to Robillard said all debate on the 
issue should be withheld until 
Robillard officially announces the 
plan at the end of March. He would 
not make any other comment. 

Representatives of students from 
over twenty Cégeps will get together 
Saturday for an emergency meeting 
at the Cégep Limoilou to begin or- 
ganizing their battle against the 
reforms. 

Michel Duffy, president of the 
Fédération Autonome du Collégial, 
an organization of Cégep teachers, 
told the Daily that the fees will af- 
fect between sixand seven thousand 
students in Montréal. He said that 
these borderline students need en- 
couragementto finish their studies. 

Duffy said that some students 
must work part-time or even full- 
time and require a few more years 
to finish their studies. He said that 
it would not be fair to imposea fine 
on students who already lack re- 
sources. 

“The government is making the 
same mistake that it made with un- 
employment benefits. It is 
penalizing the victims,” he said. 

The federation has already 
printed a manifesto against the tui- 
tion reform. Based ona 1987 study, 
it states that only 32.2 per cent of 
Cégep pre-university students fin- 
ish their studies in two years, but 
that more than 64.3 per cent finish 
in four years. 

The report also states that the 
average debt of graduating Cégep 
students who received government 
loans was $4000 for thosein general 


studies and $6000 for those in pro- 


‘ fessional studies. More than 40 


per cent of Cégep students say that 
their financial situation is unstable. 

Professors and students at the 
Cégep du Vieux Montréal com- 
plained that studies are already 
costly for many students and that 
the proposed fees would only serve 
to worsen the situation. 

Patrick Brochu, a second year 
student in Design, said that al- 


Students at Cégep Vieux Montréal: three quarters of the students in this picture have to hold a job to stay in school. 


New circulation desk a “hot potato” 





BY KRISTEN BOON 





The recently built circulation 


- deskin the McLellan Library iscaus- 


ing an uproar. 

The project, funded by a grant 
from the Québec government, has 
been under heavy criticism from 
both staff and students due to its 
inaccessability to people with dis- 
abilities, its high cost and its 
impractical design. 

“Frankly we are quite embar- 
rassed,” said Calvin Evans, HuSSAL 
Area Librarian, referring to the 
many problems that have arisen 
with the new desk. 

Not onlyis the magnificent mar- 
blecounter toohigh for peopleusing 
wheelchairs, but thereisnolegroom 
for staff sitting at the desk, and no 
diffuser to ease the glare on the 
counter created by overhead lights. 

Evans said the Director of Li- 
braries had made a formal request 
to the Department of the Physical 
Plant for modifications to the desk. 
The request included improved 
lighting and access for wheelchairs. 
Thearchitect however was unaware 
of this proposal. 

It is not clear where the misun- 
derstandings occurred. Elisabeth 
Maider, McLellan administrative 


though he had to leave his small 
town to come study in Montréal, 
the government gave him no aid 
for his living costs. 

“I must work well over twenty 
hours per week for living expenses 
and maintain a full course load — 
ten courses,” said Brochu. “I sleep 
about four hoursa night. It isa real 
struggle. It think that I can handle 
and finish in two or three years, but 
I can’t speak for everyone.” 


officer admitted, “There was an 
oversight, we didn’t ask for a spe- 
cial provision for the handicapped.” 

However the architect of the 
desk, Quinn Shou at the McGill 
Physical Plant, said he thought peo- 
ple using wheelchairs could easily 
approach the side of the counter to 
check out books. 

“Everyonefeels guilty,” said Suzy 
Slavin, Librarian Supervisor of Cir- 
culationand AV Reserves. “We met 
with the architect two times, once 
with the draft, and then with the 
final design to discuss small correc- 
tions.” 

But staff were not familiar with 
readingarchitectual plans, and were 
unable to forsee the flaws in the 
design. 

There were two reasons for con- 
structing the new desk. “It was part 
ofa larger project. We are running 
out of room and trying to utilize 
more space.” said Maider. 

Slavin pointed also to the secu- 
rity aspect, “The desk was moved 
closer to the exit for security rea- 
sons. Staff feltinsecure when people 
that shouldn’t be there were enter- 
ing the building.” 

The impressive desk, reminis- 
cent of alatent art deco period, was 
intended to make the entrance of 


Adrien Bance, a French profes- 
sor at Vieux Montréal, said too many 
students are forced to have jobs in 
order to stay in school. 

Referring to a figure that states 
that three fourths of Cégep students 
work, Bance said, “Three quarters 
of my students are asleep while | 
teach — they are exhausted. In- 
stead of imposing more burdens 
upon the students, they should set 
up a real program of scholarships 


the library more attractive. “It was 
supposed to be a showpiece — an 
attractive thing you see when you 
enter the library, but it will be a 
dinosaur before long,” said Slater. 
As Slavin pointed out, it is diffi- 
cult to know how to best modify the 
desk. “Do you make the whole desk 
lower? Do you staff it only when 
handicapped people are around?” 











SEE — Yesterday afternoon, students 


university closed at 15h. 


werecanceled dueto bad weather. 


storm predicted to dump up to 30 centimetres of snow on Montréal, 
the university canceled all classes from-16h on. Most offices at the 


— According to the vice-principal academic’s office, mid-term exams 
scheduled for the evening were not canceled. 

— According to the vice-principal finance and registration’s office, 
responses to the storm varied in different parts of the university. In the 
Leacock building, for example, classes beginning at 14h30 were canceled. 


and aid, enough so that they will 
not have to work.” 

Duffy said that if financial con- 
cerns burden Cégep students, the 
effect will be seen in Québec’s uni- 
versities, as a proposal from the 
ministry of finance suggested in- 
creasing university tuition by 50 
per cent, from $1500 to 2250. He 
said that the universities may be- 
come havens for the financially 
fortunate. 





Presently there is no specific ar- 
rangement for people with 
disabilities. The changes needed to 
improve the desk may create prob- 
lems because there is already a 
shortage of staff spage behind the 
desk. | 

Changes are not expected to be 
made until this summer, and the 
cost of modifications are unknown. 





S’no 
problem, 
classes 

canceled. 


were treated to a welcome sight: 
signs announcing that classes 












— In preparation for a snow 


— Daily news staff 





Au Ÿ de Montréal 
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RESTAURANT SHOWBAR 
1106 de Maisonneuve Ouest « 845-9002 


LA TAVERNE 
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Teachif 


FACULTY OF ARTS 
H. Noel Fieldhouse Award 


for Distinguished Teaching 5 


Any student, alumnus or member of the academic 
staff may submit a nomination. Nomination 

forms are available in Faculty of Arts 
departmental 

offices 

Please send nominations to: 

C. Manfredi, Chair 

Committee on Teaching 
Department of Political Science 
Leacock Building 


DEADLINE: Friday, March 5, 1993 
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“ALL GOODS WORTH PRICE CHARGED,’ 


is what Jack Daniel's nephew said in 1907. 
We're still saying it today. 


Mr. Lem Motlow put this slogan on crocks 
and barrels of his uncle's whiskey. You see, 
he knew our Jack Daniel's Tennessee Wit 
Whiskey was made with Tennessee cave nS 
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spring water and seeped through 
room high mellowing vats before 
aging. Mr. Motlow knew value KUA! 
when he saw it. And still today, heres 
though Jack Daniel's is priced above 
many whiskeys, a sip will prove its ) 

worth. 


JACK DANIEL'S TENNESSEE WHISKEY 


Il you'd like a booklet about Jack Daniel's Whiskey, write us here in Lynchburg, Tennessee 37352, US A. 





The McGill Daily 


Stop routine condemnation of Israel 

To the Daily: 

In response to Mimi Fautley, Afra 
Jalabi and Judith Weissmann’s letter 
(Daily, February 8): 

I am in complete agreement that 
human rights abuses can not be ignored, 
and that solutions must be found to the 
situation in Israel, includingthe question 
of Hamas, Many of the Israeli Jews who 
you censure are attempting to do exactly 
that. However, I believe your letter 
displays an unintentional irony when 
you claim that, “we cannot afford to be 
blinded bythename, location orcultural 
identity ofany state.” Unfortunately, itis 
exactly a lack of blindness in this area 
which has resulted in the 
disproportionate criticism and often 
routine condemnation of Israel. The 
referencetothesuffering whichtheJewish 
people have experienced and are still 
experiencing worldwide implies that the 
writers of this letter are not blind, and 
that they demand a higher standard of 
behaviour from Israel than from any 
other state. These two demands 
contradict each other and reveal the 
double standard which Israel faces. 

Of course governments should not 
be beyond reproach. But there is more 
than onesidetotheissue. The purposeof 
agovernmentis torepresenttheinterests 
of its people. Is it working against the 
interests of the people in a state to expel 
terrorists whose goal is to destroy that 
state? And even if it is, can expulsion 
accompanied by offers for negotiation 
justly be compared with the brutal and 
unprovoked murders occurring in the 
former Yugoslavia orthelegal separation 
of races and subjugation of blacks that 
was scen in South Africa? 


2 
letters 


I am glad that the writers of the 
February 8th letter could agree on an 
issue despitetheir different backgrounds, 
I only wish that, however well 
intentioned, their letter could have been 
more original and informed rather than 
being a contradictory invective against 
Isracl, ETE 

Lisa Grushcow 
Freshperson, Arts 


Israeli Culture? 

To the Daily: 

There's something rather 
problematic about Mr. Hay’s assertion 
that Isracl Weck was about “this is our 
culture, this our food, this is how we 
dance.” Somehow, I fail to see the 
connection that “Natural Sea Beauty” 
beauty products, falafel, and Latin 
American jewelry have with Israeli 
culture. Isn't it rather shameful, if not 
humorous, to suggest that beauty 
products ala Ralph Lauren constitute a 
significant facet of Isracli culture? Yet, 
interestingly, the choice of Natural Sea 
Beauty to represent Israel belies what 
Israel is all about. It is only stating the 
obvious to say that Israel and its 
supporters, here in the West, have 
constantly attempted to portray the 
countryasa Western nation:all the better 
to get support. Since its creation, it has 
been posited as a civilized whitecountry, 
in the midst of hordes of brown savages, 
It's strange how dependent Israel is on 
this dichotomy. During a Palestinian 
exhibition in New York one of the main 
contentions of the Israeli lobby was that 
the organizers had the audacity to show 
Palestinians who had blond hair and 
green and blue eyes. Everyone knows 
only Israclis look like that. 
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As for the falafel, that's an interesting 
cascofcultural appropriation. What was 
onceArabisnow Israeli. Foodhas become 
a metaphor for Palestinian reality: land 
transformed, boundaries transformed, 
identity transformed. 

Concerning the Latin American 
jewelry and clothing, the relevance that 
that has to Israeli culture somehow 
escapes me, | 

Azim Hussain 
U1 Sociology 


Hatefully yours 

To the Daily, 

Thankyou so much foryour fantastic 
Valentine (Tribune, Feb, 9-15), I never 
really expected that you would make 
sucha peace offering, but it was very nice 
to receive such a thoughtful message. 
After all, who would have thought that 
such a large bunch of reactionary, leftist 
bozos could get alongwith aconservative 
like me? (I guess you'll probably call me 
heterosexist now, too.) 

Come on Dan, Fiona, let's chat. 
Maybe we could make friends, and we 
could cooperate, spend time together, 
hang out, you know — friend stuff. 
Maybe the Daily and theTribune could 
cooperate, and we could help each other 
with stories, and we could cooperate 
with SSMU and have sleepovers and go 
on trips together...just think about the 
effect we could have on the McGill 
student community! 

Nah. Belligerence is a lot more fun, 
isn’t it? To hell with your obnoxious 
excuse for a newspaper: You stink. 

Hatefully, 

Michael Broadhurst 
U2 Arts 
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Student & Staff Specials! 


sri (Marché Metcalfe 





to its teacher education programs for September 1993. 


All programs lead to both 


* the B.C. Professional Teaching Certificate 
* the U.B.C. Bachelor of Education degree 


All programs feature 


* a full term of teaching practice 


¢ effective communication skills 
* classroom management sirategics 
* providing for students with special needs 


Secondary teaching applicants with 4-ycar Bachelor's degrees and 





strength in one or two teaching subjects enter a 12-month program. 


Elementary teaching applicants with three or more ycars of 
appropriate university credit may enter a 2-year program. 


Elementary teaching applicants with acceptable 4-ycar degrees may 


enter a 12-month program. 


Information and applications now avallable from: 


Teacher Education Office 
Facully of Education 
The University of Brilish Columbia 


2125 Main Mall, Vancouver, B.C., V6T 124 
(604) 822-5221 or 4612 (messages 24 hours) Fax (604) 822-8227 
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Funding problems plague 


Year of Indigenous People ~ 


Montréal groups don't have the cash to celebrate 4 d 


BY ZOREEN NURANEY 


The United Nations’ declaration 
of 1993 as International Year for 
the World’s Indigenous People is 
going to have a minimal impact in 
Montréal. 

Organizations in Montréal are 
unenthusiastic because a shortage 
of funds has stunted the growth of 
promotional projects. 

Estelle Séguin from the Native 
Friendship Center (NFC) in 
Montréal said, “due to the lack of 
funding there hasn’t been much 
thinking on any new extravagant 
ideas.” 

: This Year’s themeis, “indigenous 
people:anew partnership.” The UN 
hopes that this will encourage the 
development of new relationships 
between States and indigenous peo- 


Licensed Prost 





BY KRISTEN KNUTSON 


A Montréal city councillor who 
wants toregulate thesex industry in 
the city is facing a barrage of criti- 
cism from AIDS organizations in 
the city. 

Nick Auf der Maur, a councillor 
and leader of the opposition Civic 
Party who represents part of the 
downtown area spoke outatacoun- 
cil méeting at the end of January in 
favour of regular health checks, 
prostitution licenses and taxing of 
the sex profession. 

“We have the chance to regulate 
and inspect for AIDS and even will 
have the possibility to tax this pro- 
fession,” said Auf der Maur. 

Auf der Maur believes that by 
recognizing the sex industry which 
is thriving in Montréal society will 
simply be recognizing reality. He 
says he wants to protect the con- 
sumers of the industry and 
hopefully inhibit the spread of 
AIDS. 

Karen Herland from Comité 
SIDA Aide Montréal is opposed to 
this plan. She condemned it for 


ples and between the international 
community and indigenous peoples. 

It has not appeared to rub off 
herein Montréal. Jessica Hill ofthe 
Mohawk Cultural Center said, “I 
thought it was going tobeatremen- 
dous deal, but it hasn’t been. We're 
too small. If there is any funding it 
has probably gonetowardsnational 
organizations. 

The UN is promoting a raising 
of public awareness of indigenous 
peoples. Patrick Klein of the NFC 
said, “we’ve always been promot- 
ing our culture.” 

The UN is presently preparing a 
draft Universal Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Pro- 
motional activities reverberating 
from New York will focus mainly 
on cultivating an awareness among 
indigenous peoples themselves 


portraying prostitutes as menaces 
to society and for upholding the 
theory that because they are prosti- 
tutes, therefore they are infected 


with HIV. “It’s a question of the 
clients’ behaviour,” said Herland. 
“Prostitutes want to protect them- 
selves so they practice safer sex 
anyway.” 

Auf der Maur foresaw a negative 
reaction on the part of AIDS- re- 
lated groups. He claimed, “AIDS 
activists don’t want to make the 
disease look like a hooker/prosti- 
tute problem.” 

Herland added that, “this regu- 
lation turns the government into a 
pimp by forcing the prostitutes to 
work harder to pay permits, health 
fines, and so on.” 

Mark Wainberg from the McGill 
AIDS center finds Auf der Maur’s 
approach too simplistic. He ex- 
plained that there is for example, a 
window period between becoming 
infected and showing positive re- 
sults on an HIV test. Because this 
period can range from three to six 
months, regular health certificates 
could never be completely reliable. 





about the impending declaration. 
But getting the aboriginals in 
Montréal involved may be a larger 
task than they had hoped. 

Jessica Hill of the Mohawk cul- 
tural Center commented that, 
“even when the declaration was 
announced there was no great en- 
thusiasm here on the Kahnawake 
Reserve.” 

Community groupsare planning 
to do what is possible with limited 
funds. 

The NFC’s third annual Pow 
Wow, for example, will be held as 
usual in October but on a grander 
scale. It will feature native arts, 
crafts and food in an attempt to 
encourage awareness of native is- 
sues. Participation of the general 
public is being encouraged. 

A committee has been set up in 
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He said hypothetically, that an 
HIVinfected prostitute could trans- 
mit the disease to clients who, 
trusting the health certificate, failto 
use normal protection. 

Auf der Maur believes that this 
regulation will help with AIDS pre- 
vention in the city. “The city has 
not done enough to advertise 
AIDS,” he said. “They've put up 
little posters all in French—as 
though no one else but the French 
in this city are having sex.” 

Herland denounced Auf der 
Maur. “He has a problem with sav- 
ing the world,” she said. 

“Regulating the sex industry is 
simplya matter of changing the city 
charter,” Auf der Maur claims. 
“Other cities, such as Amsterdam, 
have regulated the sex industry,” he 
said. However, Daniel Bussiéres, 
the press attaché for city councillor 
André Lavallé, stated that Montréal 
municipal government does not 
have the jurisdiction. 

In the city of Montréal selling 
sex is legal, however soliciting, 
bordellos, and living off the profits 
of prostitution is not. 
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itutes and a cas Tax |Coroner’s inquest looks 


at school bus safety 


Parents anxious for change 


BY ALEXANDER PLESS 


Last Monday, coroner Marc- 
André Boulian released his final 
report on school bus safety in 
Québec. 

The inquest was called after 
eight year old Jean-Michel Bi- 
son was crushed to death by his 
school bus early last year. Jean 
Marc was the twenty-fifth child 
in five years to be killed leaving 
their own bus. 

After fourteen days of testi- 
mony by more than 265 
witnesses, Boulian concluded 
that this type of accident is en- 
tirely preventable. He offered to 
the public eleven preventative 
measures toavoid another sense- 
less death. 

Lila Khouzam, mother of one 
of the children killed believes 
there’s still more to be done. 

“Hopefully parents whose 
children haven't yet been killed 
will take up the fight—all this is 
really for them,” she said. 

Boulian’s recommendations 
includea call fornewbuses. Most 
of the buses in service today are 
like trucks with their engines in 
front ofthe cab. Boulian explains 
that this impairs the drivers’ vi- 
sion in such a way that children 
pasingin front of the buscan not 
be seen. New buses must have 
flat noses, like city buses, so that 
visibility is maximized. Boulian 
also insists that monitors must 
be placed on the buses to walk 
children tq and from the vehi- 
cle, 

“Nobody disagrees with my 
recommendations,” explained 
Boulian. “Critics just say it will 
cost money—they’re talking 
money while I’m talking lives,” 


he said. 

“Tfit’sa question of money— 
give mea price—how much is 
your child worth.” 

Parents of children killed by 
buses are pleased with the re- 
port, but remain sceptical that 
therecommendationswillbeim- 
plemented any time soon. 
Boulian expects that if his rec- 
ommendations are not realised, 
more children will be killed by 
school buses. 

If another child is killed, 
Boulian was clear where the 
blame would lie. 

Boulian believes it is trans- 
port minister Sam Elkas’ 
responsibility to legislate at least 
some of the recommendations 
in his report. Although Elkas is 
ultimately responsible, Boulian 
called on parents to force the 
Minister toact.“Youcan’tsend | 
your kids out the front door and 
expect the system to take care of 
them,” he said. 

Monday night Elkas re- 
sponded to the report with a 
promise ofaction. That promise 
contradicted a previous rejec- 
tion of Boulian’s 
recommendations. Inaprelimi- 
nary report, released four 
months ago, Boulian made the 
same recommendations con- 
tained in his final report. At that 
time Elkas argued that they were 
too expensive and unrealistic. 

The Association du Trans- 
port Ecolier du Québec (ATEQ) 
applauded Boulian’s recom- | 
mendations. In a press release 
passed outat theinquest, ATEQ | 
asserted that the vast majority of 
the recommendations are easily 
applicable and that it would be 
sad to lay them aside. 














| PETTY CASH 


Québec’s public accounts leave hundreds of millions unaccounted for 





y the government’s 
own admission, Québec is approaching a 
state of fiscal crisis. 

A soaring direct debt of nearly $50 bil- 
lion, pushed on by years of deficit budget- 
ing, is now colliding head on with the reces- 
sion. 

The title of a recent report issued by the 
ministry of finance, “Living Within Our 
Means”, suggests the budgetary tact the 
province is about to take. 

For the government, “Living Within Our 
Means” includes lowering financial assis- 
* tance for the jobless, raising tuition and 
introducing user fees for the health care sys- 
tem. 

But what happened during those record- 
deficit years when the government claims 
we were living beyond our means? Students 
saw tuition rise by over 180 per cent, while 
university underfunding remained chronic. 
Welfare was cut back, and the health care 
system is slowly collapsing around us. 

So what caused Québec’s financial state 
of today? What was the government spend- 
ing all that money on to make us one of the 
most indebted provinces in the country? 

If Québec’s huge overspending didn’t 
create good times for the lot of us (especially 
students), just who did it benefit? 

Unfortunatly, it’s virtually impossible to 
tell. 

Québec’s system of public accounts is 
one of the worst in the country. Billions of 
taxpayers’ dollars are being spent and 
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PERCENTAGE OF EXPENSES 


NOT ACCOUNTED FOR IN SELECTED DEPARTMENTS, HOT INELUDING SALARIES. 


Québecers don’t have a chance at figuring 
out where it was spent. 

Every year the government publishes its 
annual public accounts, which are audited 
by the Auditor-General. The idea. is that 
Québec taxpayers can see how the govern- 
ment is spending its money. 

So if the government decides to renovate 
the National Assembly, and then goes and 
hires Bourassa’s son-in-law to do the job, 
the public accounts should show this and 
people could raise the issue of conflict-of- 
interest. 

In British Columbia, for example, a cou- 
ple of years ago a cabinet minister was 
forced to resign after it was revealed that he 
had bought a luxury bottle of wine with 
public money. 

The reporters who broke the story found 
the information in the public accounts. A 
bottle of wine may seem trivial, but the fact 
that the information is available is a positive 
thing. 


Bourassa’s piranhas 

Québec, however, is extremely secretive 
about how it spends our money. 

Example: In Québec’s public accounts 
for 1990/91, the department of International 
Affairs spent over $10 million on rent 
worldwide. 

Over $5 million of that is listed as ‘petty 
cash’, 

The Public Accounts for 1991/92 just 
released in January don’t get much better. 
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Especially when compared to other 
provinces. | 

Manitoba, for instance, lists every 
expense in its public accounts over $5 000. 
Alberta lists all expenses, and so does British 
Columbia. 

Québec, for the most part, lists expenses 
over $35 000. 

Québec is also very secretive about who 
gets government money, the ‘petty cash’ 
being just one example. 

The final destination of millions of tax- 
payers dollars is uncertain as Québec’s 
accounting procedures allow it to list huge 
sums of money simply as ‘working funds’, 
‘petty cash’, “operating fund’, ‘contingency’, 
‘accounts under’ a certain amount, ‘various 
enterprises’, and a myriad of other dubious 
accounting practices. 

Take for example, the department of 
Fisheries and Agriculture: $74 462 057 is 
listed as given to ‘various enterprises’. 

What the fuck? 

That's not to say that the money was not 
necessarily well spent. The $74 million 
could have gone to help fishers hit hard by 
the recession, or bailed out a farm. 

The point is we don’t know if it was a 
good or bad decision. For all Québec tax- 
payers know, it could have gone to feed 
Bourassa's pet piranhas. 

In all, the department of Fisheries and 
Agriculture spent $680 million in 1991/92. 
Out of that a staggering $130 million was 
listed under ‘various’, ‘working funds’, and 
‘accounts under $35 000 and $20 000’. 
Twenty per cent of the department’s budget 
is essentially unaccounted for. 

But Fisheries and Agriculture is not 
alone. | 

The department of Public Security, 
which controls the Sûreté du Québec, out of 
a total budget of $830 million had over 
$45 million listed under ‘working funds’, 
‘accounts under’ and ‘emergency funds’, 

The department of Industry, Trade and 
Commerce, with a budget of $358 million, 
had $14 million unacounted for. That's not 
including discrepancies in transfer pay- 
ments to crown corporations (see sidebar). 

By far the funnest, however, is taking a 
look at the department of International 
Affairs. Québec is the only province in 
Canada with an International Affairs minis- 
ter and this department sucks up $109 mil- 
lion. 

$31 million, a third of its budget, is listed 
under ‘working funds’ and ‘accounts under’. 
For instance, when the department lists that 
it spent $12 million on rent in 1991/92, it 
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lists a building in Spain for a couple thou- 
sand, another one in France, and so on. 
Then it says “Working funds: $7 066 812’. 

Again, what the fuck? 

For all the departments combined, a 
whopping sum of $604 million is impossible 
to trace. $604 million of taxpayers money, 
and Québecers have no idea who it went to. 

$604 million, in “petty cash’? Who says 
the Québec government doesn’t think big? 


Unlisted salaries 

But there’s more. In the public accounts 
for 1983/84, the government of René 
Lévesque listed the salary of himself, all his 
ministers, deputy ministers and top civil 
servants. 

Perhaps more importantly, he also 
included the travel expenses for everyone as _ 
well. So we could see that in 1983, Réné got 
paid approximately $80 000 a year and 
spent $21 000 on travel expenses. 

Not any more. In 1988, just before the 
election, Bourassa stopped listing all gov- 
ernment salaries and travel expenses. 

Again, compared to other provinces 
Québec falls far short. Ontario lists the trav- 
el expenses for all civil servants. Manitoba 
lists them as well, plus the salaries of all civil 
servants making more than $25 000. In 
British Columbia, they list the travel expens- 
es and salaries of all public sector workers in 
the province. 

You'd have better chances at hand-feed- 
ing Bourassa’s piranhas than finding that 
sort of information in Québec’s public 
accounts, 

Salaries make up $2.1 billion of Québec’s 
budget. So if salaries are included into tabu- 
lating how much money goes unrecorded, it 
bumps the number up to $2.7 billion out of 
a $38 billion budget. 


Auditor pissed as well 

Québec’s fiscal discrepancy hasn’t gone 
unnoticed by all, however. Year after year 
the government is slammed by the office of 
the Auditor-General for its accounting prac- 
tices. 

“The financial statements fail to provide 
a complete account of the nature and extent 
of the financial affairs and resources for 
which the Government is responsible, since 
they do not integrate the financial informa- 
tion of the agencies and corporations carry- 
ing on activities of a governmental nature 
and information about special funds.” 

That is a phrase that has been repeated in 
every single Auditor's report of the govern- 
ment since Bourassa came to power. 





Typically, it’s very rare that the advice of 
he Auditor-General is ever taken seriously 
| 'y the Bourassa government. 

The Bourassa government is far less con- 
erned with the discrepancy surrounding 
undreds of millions of dollars than it is 
ith slapping university students with high- 
t tuition and sick people with health-care 
ser fees. 


lepartmental track record 

Ironically it is those departments which 
he government is now targeting — health 
nd social services, education, higher educa- 
ion — that are far better when it comes to 
isclosing how they spent their money. 

The education department, for instance, 
| ot including unlisted salaries, has just 
| nder $12 million listed under line items 
ke working funds and accounts under 
35 000. That's out of a budget of over $5.6 
| illion, So if we look at the untraceable part 
s a percentage it comes to less than 0.2 


per cent. 

Or the department of higher education 
(which takes care of colleges and universities), 
which has a total untraceable amount of $7 mil- 
lion, out of a budget of $3.3 billion, for a per- 
centage of 0.2 per cent. 

On the other hand the department of 
International Affairs (which isn’t targeted for 
cutbacks by the government) has over $31 mil- 
lion under line items like working funds and 
petty cash, out of a budget (again not including 
salaries) of $56 million. In other words it has an 
untraceable percentage of 55 per cent. 

Or the department of Recreation and 


Fishing, which has an untraceable percentage of 


33 per cent — $41 million out of a budget of 
$124 million not including salaries. 

The premier’s own council doesn’t fare very 
well when put up to this test either. The Conseil 
Executif spent close to $20 million last year, and 


* 35 per cent — nearly $7 million — could not be 


accounted for. 
If salaries were included in these figures (as 


unlisted items) the percentages would be much 
higher for some of the worst offending depart- 
ments, 

The government claims that Québec needs 
to trim the fat of governmental expenditures. | 
couldn’t agree more. 

But by leaving Québecers with so little infor- 
mation on how taxpayer's money is spent, it is 
unfair to go after the sector of public service 
which has the best record for disclosing most of 
its expenditures. 


by 
Dave Ley 





By claiming that massive cuts are needed 
quickly, but not giving Québecers enough infor- 
mation on how their money is spent now, the 
government is putting Québec as a society ina 
difficult position to determine its spending pri- 
orities, 

Six hundred and eighty million dollars is a 
lot of money. It’s ten times McGill's $70 million 
debt. It's three times the $200 million or so the 
government announced it would trim off social 
and other services to compensate for lost rev- 
enue this year. 

If the government wants Québecers to start 
cutting health and education, it must also. 
remember that it has to be accountable for how 
it spends its money in other areas. 

For as the system works now, the govern- 
ment could hike tuition to $10 000 a year, abol- 
ish universal health care, while at the same time 
spend $680 million feeding Bourassa’s pet pira- 
nhas. 

And the Québec taxpayer would never 
know. 





The enterprising deception of government enterprises 





Perhaps one of the most dramatic ways the Québec government can hide money from the 
eering eyes of an inquisitive taxpayer is through the use of its own corporations. 

That's because the government doesn’t do everything by itself: it leaves it up to other people. 

Many of its tasks, especially in the area of economic development, are left up to state-owned 
rporations. When the government wants something done, it hands over a wad of cash to the 
spective corporation. 

Unfortunately, in a situation far worse than the pitiful state of Quebec’s public accounts, we 


ever even get to see how a cent of the billions of dollars the Québec government transfers over to 


's crown corporations, 

Transfer payments to individuals, private and public corporations take up half of the Québec 
| udget, roughly 28 billion dollars, including financial assistance to the unemployed, grants to 
ospitals and universities and support for struggling businesses, 

However, we can see what a person does with their welfare check, or how a university uses its 
perating grant, What we can't see is how corporations set up by the government spend billions 
f taxpayers’ money. 

_ There is an endless multitude of crown corporations. Some are set up with quite a small man- 
ate, say promoting economic development in a certain rural area of Quebec, or supporting 
(tists in east-end Montréal. Others have a much more broad mandate, such as Hydro-Québec, 
t the Societé de Developpement Industrial du Québec, which oversees economic development.in 
le whole province. 

| It isthose big ones we're scared of. 

| The Daily looked at some of the biggest of the province-wide crown corporations, and tried to 
hd how they spent transfer payments given to them by the taxpayers of Québec. 

| Unfortunately, we couldn't. 

| $1.1 billion of taxpayers money was transferred to the biggest of these government owned cor- 
prations including: SIDBEC (Québec’s state owned steel industry), Hydro Québec, Société 
(Habitation du Québec, the Société de Développement Industriel du Québec, the Société de 
Ecupération, d'éxploitation et de développment forestiers du Québec, the Société Nationale de 
| Amiante, the Société Generale des Industries Culturelle and the Société Immobilière du Québec. 

Le because they re their own corporations and technically not part of the government, they 

n'thave to tell you where they spent their money. 


No idea 

A case in point is the Société d’Immoblière dui Québec (SIQ), the corporation which was set 
up in 1971 to buy and provide office space for government departments. So if you look at the 
public accounts of most departments, under the line item “Rent” you'll find some millidns of dol- 
lars going to the SIQ, . 

In fact, last year the government turned over 469 million dollars to the corporation, yet the 
SIQ is under no obligation to disclose how it spent the money. 

The only thing we can see about the SIQ is it's annual report: A glossy 24-page pamphlet with 
lots of full-colour photos, A 24-page glossy mag describing how they spent a half a billion dollars 
of our money. 

The fact is they could go buy the Brooklin Bridge and Québecers would never know about it. 

Spending money on office space is not necessarily a bad thing for the government to do — 
what is frightening is that we as taxpayers have no idea how our money is spent. 

Take the Société de Développement Industriel du Québec (SDIQ), the government enterprise 
that is designed to encourage economic and technological growth in Québec. : 

The SDIQ gives grants to corporations which they think will promote economic development 
in Québec. The problem is that we can never find out which companies get money. 

The decision to give a company millions of dollars is decided on purely by the premier’s coun- 
cil, No public hearings, no debate in the national assembly, and the company is not even recorded 
in the public accounts, 

One such grant Québecers did find out about (only by mistake) was a $23 million transfer 
payment to the Norsk-Hydro corporation, an aluminum smelting corporation, to pay for their 
environmental review. 

In the public accounts it is listed solely as a transfer payment to the SDIQ under the heading 
“Investment Assistance for modern and dynamic technology concerns”. 

The only way Québecers found out about this was through Americans, who found out about it 
and complained that it contravened the North American Free Trade Act. Norsk-Hydro was later 
required to give it back. 

Norsk-Hydro was the same company that was receiving cut-rate power from Hydro Québec 
last year and has been criticized for its heavy pollution record. 

Last year the Bourassa government gave the SDIQ $133 million. 

| — Dave Ley 
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page eight 


So, what de-schooling is about, is telling 
the other side, telling the side of the voiceless 
and learning methodologies whichautomati- 
cally do this. You might take just one small 
fragment out of thisand you begin acounter- 
ing view. 

It means that teachers have to betrained to 
these perceptions. The teachershave got tobe 
able to understand how to decode the histo- 
ries, the geographies, the things that you are 
given. 


But I am wondering whether you think 
thatisreally possibleina university setting 
where there is a specific agenda to main- 
tain the status quo and not rock the boat 
too much. 

Youwere talking about Paolo Freire’sbook 
Pedagogy of the Oppressed, what kind of 


impact that had and how when he ap- . 


proached these peasants with a different 
mindset, a different approach to educa- 
tion, that really empowered them a great 
deal. So it seems that de-schooling would 
be fundamentally not possible withina uni- 
versity kind of setting, because it would be 
too dangerous. 

It was dangerous for Paolo Freire. He was 
imprisoned and exiled. Itisadangerousgame, 
because you are threatening the status quo 
and a lot of vested interests. But the thing is, 
it has got to be done. You have got to do it 
realistically, because if you try and to change 
the curriculum while in the middle of taking 
courses with these people, they penalize you. 
But your de-schooling has to go on as a 
process, an inevitable process for you. 


In your talk, you also referred to Carter G. 
Woodson’s book The Miseducation of the 
Negro as being a book that was at once 
- dated but yet still relevant to us today, and 
I’m wonderingif you could talk tousabout 
that, and why you see this book as being 
significant. 

Dated in the sense that he is a kind of an 
old-fashioned historian, but he speaks of the 
same problems that Fanon brings out, prob- 
lems of Blackness, and ‘blackening’ Blackness, 
and symbolically using everything black to 
denigrate being black — everyday things to 
make you feel inferior. 

You can’t be inferior until you feel infe- 
rior. The minute that you feel inferior, then 
they have won a complete victory. 


That would seem to apply to the condition 
in Brazil right now. You were talking in 
your lecture about the upsurge of a Black 
Power movement, and there must be a cer- 
tain kind of de-schooling and militancy 
that is arising... 

It isa peculiar situation in Brazil, because 
yousee the Brazilian protest movements went 
into their religion. They kept their African 
religion more than any other people in the 
Diaspora, so that... 


Like in Bahia. 

Not only Bahia. The whole of Brazil. The 
Candomblé religion — the Yoruban origi- 
nated African-Brazilian religion — has 
permeated the whole of Brazilian society, 
Black and White, and they focused on the 


religion to the exclusion of the politics, and so 
of course this made it safe for the Whites 
because they could go on perpetuating the 
fiction that they had good race relations. _ 
The ability of these African religions to 
mobilize peoples could then be tied into poli- 
tics of change. Then you get the two working 
in tandem, which is what is happening now. 
The first one is exclusively shut off from the 
mainstream, agitating for political change. 


I just want to come back to this issue of 
education. Youhavewrittenbooks for chil- 
dren, and you have mentioned quite a few 
times that you think it is important for 
artists and intellectuals to write and do 
works for children, and I am wondering 
how you see storytelling as being an im- 
portant tool for educating children? 
Storytelling is an African and Native 


American tradition. I mean, storytelling is a : 


traditioninall cultures, so certainly weshould 
have that kept alive. But the purposes of the 
storytelling have to be clarified. 

Again, here we have political purposes. 
You are transmitting to a new generation 
moral lessons — what is right, what is wrong, 
how to survive against odds in a society as a 
person of colour. So, folk legends have this 
built into them. The interpretation of this for 
the children should bea very important part 
of giving them the stories. 


We also wanted to ask you about Malcolm 
X. You spent two days in non-stop conver- 
sation with him, just two weeks before he 
was murdered. I am just wondering what 
your observations are of how Malcolm’s 
politics and perspectives and his aspira- 
tions had changed from his early days asa 
minister in the Nation of Islam? | 

Well, they use the word, “change”. I think 
thisisthe wrong word to use. Evolved, devel- 
oped... It was a developing process. The man 
had a brilliant mind. He was always taking in 


new information. He was moving into new. 


directions all the time, and never standing 
still. 

So it was inevitable that the experiences of 
travel and mecting heads of state further po- 
liticized Malcolm on the local and 
international scene. 

In Ghana, he met a most brilliant Chinese 
ambassador, Wang Hao, who became for- 
eign minister of China fora short time before 
he was ousted. Wang Hao was one of the best 
political teachers I have ever known. He was 
a clever fellow, and he and Malcolm got on 
well. 

Malcolm met important people — Fidel 
Castro, Nyerere, Nkrumah, Nasser, Sekou 
Touré — and they were educating him. He 
was learning more and more. 


You were talking about how Malcolm X 
was trying to develop a different kind of 
movement, the Organization of African- 
American Unity. 

Yes, and if you read the constitution of the 
new movement, it was a new movement, But 
he wanted an active movement, not a passive 
one. 

He didn’t believe in the quietism of the 
Black Muslims. He thought they should play 
an active role right in the heart, in the main- 
stream of the political process in the society, 


‘and not sideline themselves out into some 


kind of cult, some exclusive cult. 
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You also said that you felt that unless his- 
tory was related to the present, it was 
basically useless. And so given that, what 
can we recall from Malcolm’slife, and what 
would yousayishislasting legacy,and how 
can we bring those ideas and his life expe- 
riences to make them relevant to us today? 

Itisalasting legacy. To have the courage to 
speak the truth regardless of the cost, to treat 
ordinary people with the profound respect 
that he did, to treat women with profound 
respect and not as sexual objects, to see 
Malcolm personally dealing with women was 
absolutely delightful. 

He was gracious, and had beautiful man- 
ners, and he would talk to you genuinely, as 
though he was talking to asister. There would 
be no suggestion that he was trying to get you 
in bed. He treated women with absolute re- 
spect, that they were persons, and he gave 
them his full attention as they were talking. 


- There wasn’t any ego there to collide with, 


you see, 

So, lots of Black men can learn from that, 
to genuinely respect women for what they 
bring into life, their intelligence... 


He seemed to be a very spiritual man. How 
would you say his relationship to Islam 
evolved in his final days? 
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going into this new mode of learning. 


Could that be part of the legacy — the ec- 
lecticism of Malcom in terms of choosing 
from different areasinordertoschoolhim- 
self on how to adapt himself to his 
condition? 

Yes, part of the legacy. And what he could 
do, too, hecould take theclass struggle, which 
he brilliantly condensed — instead of using 
the usual Marxist jargon and slogans, what he 
does is he explains it in terms of the ‘house 
nigger’ and the ‘field nigger’. He’s talking 
about class differences in our society, he’s 
talking about it in terms clearly comprehen- 
sible to everyone. He's talking to the folk, and 
they understand completely what he is say- 
ing. 


Without having to refer to the 
lumpenproletariat... 

...90 With further studies and training, he 
would have taken the essences out of this, 
crystallized it, and transformed in into a lan- 
guage totally comprehensible to masses of 
people. 

Then he acted as a sort of necessary ally of 
Martin Luther King. Martin was seeing that 
non-violence, as he was defining it, was not 
some absolute thing that separated you into 
some cult of non-violence = in the most 





So, what de-schooling is about, is telling the other 
side, telling the side of the voiceless and learning 
methodologies which automatically do this. You might 
take just one small fragment out of this and you begin 


I pointed out that in the West Indies we 
have a cosmology that is closer to Islam than 
it.is to Christianity. Malcolm’s Grenadian 
mother, who was brought up by people of 
African and Carib descent — they literally 
lived life one day at a time. The world recre- 
atesitself dayby day. Nothingisstandingstill. 
That is the Muslim philosophy. Christianity 
is a thing of stasis. 

The Muslim movement was very attrac- 
tive in that age, in which it flourished. The 
Black Muslim movement was able to reha- 
bilitate elements in the Black community 
that no one else had been able to rehabilitate: 
the criminals, thecast-offs, the renegades, the 
people beyond the pale. It brought them into 
the fold, and gaveto thema sense of prideand 
dignity. So that was quite remarkable. 

In that, Malcolm played a vital role, in 
calling for the best to come out of our people, 
and not the worst, which many of these cor- 
rupt ministers do. And he himself, with his 
austere lifestyle, absolute austerity and disci- 
pline, it was a great example to set. He was a 
shining example. 

_ Ossie Davis said Malcolm was our “man- 
hood”. Malcom was a “shining prince”. It 
was true. He was that, and weneeded that just 
at the time of that age. Here is the model, 
there, ofsomeone whois everything. Heis the 
best of everything in us. He embodies it. 

_ Then ata level with his brilliant mind, he 
was understanding that this religion and the 
secular intellectual analysis ofsocio-economic 
processes meant that he needed to do a lot 
more studying, reading, and examining ten- 
ets of socialism and Marxism. He was really 


a countering view. 


violent society in the world that was fighting 
the Vietnam situation. 


What's your reaction to the St. Lucian 
Derek Walcott having won the Nobel Prize 
for Literature? 

Well Walcott is a very fine writer of the 
English language, but having known Walcott 
for many, many years, Walcott was deliber- 
ately non-political or apolitical. He never 
dealt with politics. He went on a sort of 
cultural route. 

Walcott as far as whites are concerned is 
very safe. 

There is this inconclusiveness about his 
thing about ‘West Indianness’, about the Af- 
rican heritage and his English heritage. When 
he says to me he can’t deny his English herit- 
age — this is a code for saying that he is 
denying his African one. 

I have reservations about the Nobel Prize. 
Nobel was the man who created the explo- 
sives that made it possible to conquer and 
destroy so much of the African continent — 
he is the donor of this ‘great prize’. 

You can’texpect perfect people. Asa Mexi- 
can ex-President told me, jf youare expecting 
perfect people in politics you better get out of 
it, ae 

I think that Derek is at second phase of 
that Fanon evolution. 


We are waiting for the third, I hope it will 
happen. 

I wrote him a line saying that now that he 
had got the prize he could afford to be radi- 
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Ads may be placed through the Daily business office, Room B-17, Union Building, 9h00-14h00. Deadline is 14h00, wo working days prior to publication. 


McGill Students (with valid 1D): $3.50 per day, 4 or more consecutive days, 
$4.00 per day for 4 or more consecutive days. [Prices do not include applic 


THE PHONE. 


$2.50 per day. McGill Employees (with staff card) $4.50 per day, 4 or more conseculive days, $3.50 per day. All ohers: $5.00 per day, or 
able GST or PST). For more information, please visit our office in person or call 398-6790 - WE CANNOT TAKE CLASSIFIED ADS OVER 


De Daily assumes no financial responsibility for errors, or damage due lo errors. Ad will reappear fee of charge upon request if information is incorrect due fo our error. The Daily reserves the right not lo print any dassified 





1 - Housing 

Aylmer Sublet 1!/, 2 minutes McGill, 
March Ea 31, renewable, bright, bal- 
cony, har floors, heated, laundry, 
storage, view mounlain, $360 + electricity 


can move eailier, parking available, 284- 
9370. 


To rent, beautiful, large 4/, apait- 
ment. Quiet, furnished, heating & electricity 
induded. Washing facililies, 5 minutes 
walk fo Royal Victoria Hospital and McGill. 
Facing Mount Royal Park. Near restaurants 


& shops. 843-5703, 

17, apartment for rent now on Lorne 
near Prince Arthur [2 mins. from McGill). 
Healing, electricity, waler, slove, fridge, 


sink included. 499-2049, leave message. 
Single bedroom apt. for sent at a 
reasonable rate, minutes from McGill, 749- 
5735, 484-5961, 3650Mountain #101, 
good view, bright, dean, very quiet, park: 


Ing available. 
2 - Movers/Storage 


Moving/Storage. Closed van or truck. 
local and long distance, Ott-Tor-Van-NY- 
Fla. 7 days 24 hous. Cheap. Steve 735: 
8148. - 


3 - Help Wanted 


Make Money, have fun. Part lime work 
with possibility of full time summer. Must be 
available Mon., Tues. or Wed. evenings. 
Call 845-5815. 


Poll Clerks still needed. Apply at 
SSMU desk. New deadline on Feb. 19. 


RUN YOUR OWN BUSINESS NEXT 
SUMMER! College Pro Painters seeks 
dynamic, energelic (fluently bilingual) indi- 
viduals to manage franchise in South Shore. 
LAST SPACE LEFT! Average profil 


$9,500. Applications 287-9091 [h] Olga. 


Seeking co-coordinator of “Popular 
Educalion, Power and Social Change” 
conference scheduled for March 27th. 
Knowledge of popular education preferred. 
Call Darren at 284-6587. 


Earn $300+/week part time. Inter- 
national Compnay specializing in weighi 
loss and nutition needs. Individuals to work 
in Montreal. Need not be bilinqual. Call 
845-0302. | 


Distributors needed. Personal security 
device to ward off polentially dangerous 


individuals, Call 9329126. 


MODELS WANTED. Cieaïive Photos 
Studio is currently holding free test shots 
(photo sessions} for aspiting male and fe 
male models. For interview call: 874:7624 
ot 874-7625. 


5 - Typing Services 


Success to all students in '93. 
WordPerfect 5.1. Term papers, resumés. 
24 ys. experience. $1.75 double space, 
7 days/week. Rapid service. On campus 
- Peel/Sherbrooke. Paulette Vigneault or 
Roxanne 288-9638, 288-0016. 


RESUMES by MBA’s. Student rales. 
Better Business Bureau Member. 3000+ 
students served. Owner worked for Proctor 
& Gamble, Heinz and General Foods. 


PRESTIGE [on Guy) 939-2200. 

WORD PROCESSING. 937-8495 Term 
papers, sesumés, manuscripts, correspond-" 
ence {laser Printer) 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
(Atwaler). 


Word-Processing: On laser printer, 
WordPerfect 5.1. Term papers, theses, 
CV's, elc. in English/French. Reliable, ex- 
perlenced. On McGill campus. 484-5407 
evenings of leave message. 

WORD PROCESSING of teimpopers, 
theses, reports, etc. Experienced. 
WordPerfect 5.1, loser Printer. Reliable, 
accurate, fast. Good rates. Close lo McGill. 


Call Brigitte 282-0301. 






6 - Services Offered 


Get an ‘A’ in Frenchl French Tutor, 
linguistic major, French mother tongue. Rea- 
sonable rates, Call 845-5111. 


Macintosh Tutoring: From basics lo 
high-end applications. Microsoft Word, 
FreeHand, PageMaker, File Management, 
elc. Phone: 457-3639 {leave message). E- 


mail:75020.1 21 3@compuserve.com. _ 
HOLIDAYS ate fun in our new range of 
exciling swimwear. Yes! Youtoo canbe the 
sensation of the beach this summer for only 
$39.60. Also please comehome Marjorie, 
Ihe kids miss youlove Ted (Managing Direc- 
lor, SWIMMEX SWIMWEAR LTD.) 


13 - Lessons/Courses 


Score well on the LSAT, GMAT, or 
GRE! Our preparation courses which use a 
unique approach have been used success- 
fully by thousands since 1979. Call 1-800- 
567-7737, 


“ACTION SELF-DEFENSE” course. 





Highly recommended. Learn valuable ver-_- 


bal and physical techniques for everyday 
life. limited entolment. March 7ih and 
14th. Phone Heather 393-7206, 


Meditation Workshop al he Aiwater 
library/ 1200 Atwater, Indudes practical 
techiniques of relaxation, concentration and 
meditation. Sweel course: Sunday Feb. 2 | 
2-4 pm, Tuesday evenings {Feb 23, March 
2:9-16}7-8:30 pm. Offered free of charge 


by the Sri Chinmoy Centre. Info 845-1837. 


Protect Yourself. Personal atlack de- 
vices - designed lo be very effective protec: 
tor. Added security agains! harassment or 
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Why work for peanuts 


when you can sell them? 
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attack, $30. Free delivery. 932-91 26. 

The Hottest Daytona Packagel From 
$179. No gimmicks. The best party, the 
best pricel Indl.: Pool, TV, AC, phone, pool 


patties, elc. Call Rajesh 284-5277. 


Want to Talk? LBGM (lesbians, Bisexu- 
als, Gays of McGill) sponsors two discus- 
sion groups al the Yellow Door, 3625 
Aylmer {above Millon} on Fridays. A com- 
ing out support group meels at 5:30, and 
a discussion group meels at 7. A greal way 


to find oul about yourself & others. 

Confused or Curious? LBGM (lesbi- 
ans, Bisexuals, Gays of McGill) has re 
started peer counselling. Anyone interested 
in LBGM and/or finding out about their 
sexuality can diop by Shatner Room 417, 
of call 398-6822. Hours are 7 to 10, 
Monday through Friday. We're here for 








We're hear (but we'll be on holiday from 


Sat. Feb. 20th-Sal. Feb.271h}. Have fur-just 


for the halibut! 398-6246. 
17 - Parking 


No more circling the block. No more 


lickels parking available now, a few sleps 


from McGill. Special spring & summer 


. fates. Hurry 481-5911. 


Parking Space Available: lorne Ave. 
between Milton and Prince Arthur. Call 


845-1779 between 6 and 9 pm. 
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Starting your own business is one Way to guarantee 


yourself a job this summer. 


If you're a full-time student returning to school this 
fall and legally entitled to work in Canada, Challenge "93, 
the government of Canada's summer employment program 
for students, is offering loans of up to $3,000 to help 


you start a business, 


Details are available at any branch of the Federal 
Business Development Bank, Canada Employment 


Only in New York 


a ex 20k NYU SUM 


TWO CONVENIENT 
SESSIONS 

May 24-July 2 
july Annie 13 


New York University, Office of Summer Sessions 
P, 0. Box 2442, New York, N.Y. 10117-1335 


Please send me a free NYU 1993 Summer Bulletin. 


e On-campus housing = Name 
for as little as $100 


per session 


Sur. See, No. 


Address 
e Over 1,000 City State Zip Code 
courses offered (2) 

Telephone Arca of interest 
e Open House 
Sunday, March 14 


(212) 998-4520 


School currently atlending 


New York University is an affirmatne action/equal opportunity institution 





_Centres, Canada Employment Centres for Students, any 


branch of the Royal Bank of Canada or the National Bank 
of Canada. 

Just come to us with your idea, and we'll see what 
we can do about putting you to work for someone you | 


really like. You. 
Challenge 93 





E+1 Government of Canads Gouvernement du Cansda 
Minisier of Stale for Youth Ministre d'État à La Jeunesse 


Federal Business 


G 


Banque fédérale 
Development Bank de développement 


Call toll-free: 
ROYAL BANK 


1 800 361-2126. 
NATIONAL 
BANQUE ROYALE 


BANQUE 
BANK NATIONALE 


Canada 
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AN CAREW Is AN educator, historian, 
journalist, visual artist, scientist political com- 
mentator and dedicated Pan-Africanist. 
= Heisan internationally renowned author 
of children’s literature, novels, historical 
books and cultural and political essays, He is 
also an editor of the British journal Race and 
Class. 

Born in Guyana, he has lived his life all 
over the world. He currently resides in the 
United States. He is 73 years old. 

He has taught at London University, 
Princeton, Rutgers, Hampshire College and 
Northwestern University where he has been 
Professor Emeritus. He is currently teaching 
at Illinois Wesleyan University in 
Bloomington, Illinois. 

Hisintellectual and political pursuits have 
brought him intocontact with Paul Robeson, 
W.E.B. Du Bois, C.L.R. James, Walter Rodney 
and Malcom X, among others. 

Dr. Carewserved as presidential adviser to 
Kwame Nkrumah, the first leader of Ghana. 

Professor Carewis currently writingabook 
about his conversations with Malcom X, to 
be published later this year. 

Hecame to McGillas part of Black History 
Month to speak about the education of Black 
children and Malcom X’s final days. 

Members of the Black Students Net- 
work —Kiké Roach, Dave Austin and Adrian 
Harewood — along.with Alfie Roberts met 
with him in his hotel room to engage him in 
an informal ‘chat’ about these themes. 

Concerning education, Professor Carew 
has stressed that our learning needs to be- 
come more eclectic, eschewing facile Black/ 
White dichotomies, and that when we fail to 
give our children the critical tools necessary 
for them to understand and analyze our world 
in all of its complexity, we leave them “naked 
to their enemies”. 

He ascribes the label de-schooling to the 
process of discovering self and the rewriting 
of one’s own history. 


Daily: In your talks you have spoken quite 
a bitabout Frantz Fanon and hisbookBlack 
Skins, White Masks. What are some of the 
most important lessons we can learn from 
Fanon’s work? | 

Carew: How to analyze the complexities 
of race and the clash of cultures — of 
eurocentric culture and this culture of your 
own people, 

Fanon is analyzing the conflicts set up by 
a eurocentric education. He is beginning his 
analysis in the Antilles — in the West Indies 
— and he is saying that in the West Indies, 
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you are bombarded with this “white culture”, 
but then there is no threat. 

He says that from the cradle his mother 
begins singing French songs to him, every- 
thing that she teaches him has a francophone 
base, but then heis growing up in the Antilles, 
where the reality is that all the people around 
him are black, brown — they are the major- 
ity. 

Then he goes to France, the person from 
the West Indies goesto Franceand herecomes 
the challenge. What are you? Because the 
perception of this French person of you is 
different to your perception which came out 
of this eurocentric education in the West 
Indies. You have got to do a whole lot of re- 
thinking about who you are. 

Fanon is describing the different ways in 
which the “women of high colour” (light 
skin) are totally renouncing their families 
and are embracing this white society and the 
choices between the family and the society 
and he says, that almost inevitably they choose 
the society as a means of solving their prob- 
lems. So that is a central point with which he 
is dealing. 

Then he is dealing with the business of 
healing the pathologies that are created by a 
racist education, the conflicts and the confu- 
sions, that come about with it. Then he is 
affirming the value of discovering Black His- 
toryand hedoesn’t care whowritesit, whether 
it is de la Force or Frobenius. 

Frobenius declared that this theme of the 
“negro savage” isa myth, anideological myth 
designed to soften up the blacks for oppres- 
sion. Psychologically soften you up so that 
you could be an accomplice to your own 





oppression. 

So in this sense, Fanon’s thing is pro- 
found. 

Where Fanon needs criticism is, his con- 
cept of gender is either lacking or abit flawed. 
He does talk about the Black woman but 
there is a very strong male focus. That was of 
his time, I imagine that if he had continued 
living he would have changed and become 
more sensitive to the whole question of the 
role women play in the Black struggle, and 
the role they must play. 

I think that based on his personal experi- 
ences in France he was a bit miffed about 
behaviour of that Martiniquan Antillean 
bourgeoisie when they get to France and 
totally turn their backs on their Caribbean 
roots and become ‘French’. 


You talked about the need for “de-school- 
ing” and alsothe importance of politicizing 
education in terms of trying to transform 
students who have been the products of a 
racist eurocentric education. 
How do you think teachers can go Bert 
de-schooling their pupils in an imagina- 
tive and creative way, reorienting them, 
equipping them with the tools to combat a 
racist society? 

Well, the answer to that is that the teacher 
has to be de-schooled first. 


How does this de-schooling happen? 

The parents have to be de-schooled and 
the whole community has to be de-schooled, 
because the weight of the opposition often 
comes from parents who say, when you say 
there's discrimination, “Don’t worry about 
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it, you just study hard, get your degree and 
come out as a professional. Keep your mouth 
shut.” 

So, it isa whole process of education. You 
have got to involve all the different segments 
of the social scene. 

De-schooling is a political thing however 
it is disguised. The politics of oppression 
begin with politics, then it goes to culture and 
then the framework of racism then fits in 
there. 

But behind it is always the political/eco- 
nomic situation. 

And then the other obsessions, you know 
the sexual obsession, the psychological prob- 
lems that are engendered by racism. Fanonis 
saying that we are used as foils for the white 
man. 

The white man and woman see in the 
Black some kina of foil for everything, for his 
own inadequacies. He gives to the Black man 
this excess of physical and sexual energy. The 
Black is supposed to be a tremendous sexual 
animal. He is also suppose to be a brainless 
sexual animal such that all of his energies go 
to his penis and the woman is supposed to 
have insatiable sexual appetites. 

Thisa racist transference of problems that 
the whites have. Fanon deals with this com- 
plex. 

In this process of de-schooling, where do 
you begin? Don’t wait for the school systems 
to do it, form your own study groups, and 
encourage the students in the high schools to 
form their own study groups, and then begin 
to fill in this knowledge that is lacking in the 
system. 

De-schooling has to bedone in small ways 
that gets parents involved in intellectual re- 
habilitation classes. 


In your lecture you spoke of the tremen- 
dousinfluencethata particularelementary 
school teacher had on your life. How he 
equipped you by giving you a balanced, 
eclecticeducation, which forced youtoread 
from a wide range of sources. Could you 
expand upon that? 

Well, what this master did, we had to do 
the history of the British Empireas written by 
the British and he showed us a history of the 
period by the Spanish — the Spanish also 
were imperialists — and Spanish histories 
made the English heroes, villains. So then it 
proved to us how subjective a discipline 
history was. We came to this conclusion by 
reading two completely different versions of 
the same historical fact. 


continued on page six 





